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Latvian wedding ceremonies in 18th -21st century

1) Essential part of the ancient cave people life was different beliefs, customs,
traditions and ceremonies. Ancient people were superstitious, they believed
in the mystical power that drives the global order because of the lack of
knowledge

2) Various rituals, which had symbolic and practical significance, evolved over
the time. These rituals were mostly related to transition between age periods
called as initiation, progeny and partnerships, including marriage.

3) In ancient times a man and his relatives stole the bride. Stealing the bride
could also be forced and uncoordinated with the bride and her relatives. In
Duchy of Courland violent bride stealing was punished with the death
penalty.

4) In the not-so-distant past bride stealing was replaced by marriage. Married
female relative from the man’s family informed the bride and her family
about man's proposal, and if the bride had never seen the man, she
organised their first meeting. If the bride refused to marry, the case has been
closed. In a little bit earlier past man’s parents take a decision on the bride's
choice, but the role of intermediary also fulfilled married female relative from
the man’s family. If the bride's family accepted the proposal, parents set a
wedding date.

5) After the determination of the wedding date, the young couple drove to the
church to sign up. It was usually done on Friday or Saturday, 2-3 weeks
before the wedding. Bride drove to the church together with her godfather
and godmother, groom drove together with his godfather. Each party drove
from their homes with their cart. After a week on Sunday in the church
announced the young couple.

6) The wedding was organized by the groom's family, bride’s family prepared
dowry. Guests, who attended the wedding, took up a loaf of rye bread, butter
and at least one half of pig's head. Sometimes the guests took up the cheese
too. Other gifts were not accepted.



LatvieSu kazu ceremonijas 18.-21.gs.
Kops pirma briza, kad senais alu cilvéks sava apzina saskatija kaut ko vairak neka tikai
vélmi ést un paroties, vina darbibu Sai saulé saka pavadit dazadi ticéjumi un parazas,
tradicijas un ceremonijas. Zinasanu un izpratnes trikuma dé| par daba noritoSajiem
procesiem radas manticiba mistiskiem spékiem, kas vada un nosaka pasaules kartibu.

Gadu simtiem un tdkstoSiem ritot, dazadas ikdieniskas cilvéka fiziskas un garigas
pasaules paradibas apauga ar sarezgitu ritualu tiklu, kuriem varéja bit gan
simboliska, gan praktiska jéga. Dabiski, ka laika gaita, nemot vera cilveka dzives
ritumu, visvairak ritualu tika saistiti ar tadam sféram ka pareja starp vecumposmiem
(dazada limena iniciacijas), pécnacéji un partnerattiecibas. Saja raksta gribétos
specifiski apskatit vienu ritualo lTmeni - laultbu tradicijas.

Tala senatné ligava tautietim un vina radiniekiem bija janozog. Un ne vienmér si
zag8ana bija ar pasu ligavu un vinas dzimtu saskanota. Par to, ka vardarbiga ligavu
zagSana neiztika bez savainojumiem un cilvéku upuriem un tika uzskatita par realu
problému liecina kaut vai tas, ka Kurzemes hercogisté par $adu ricibu tika paredzéts
naves sods.

Mums tuvaka pagatné ligavu zagSanu bija aizstajusas precibas. Puisis, kur$ bija
nolukojis sev ligavu, paludza kadu no savam precétajam radiniecém izpildit
precinieces lomu un pazinot ligavai un tas vecakiem sava radinieka priekslikumu.
Gadijumos, kad ieceréta ligava puisi nepazina un nebija iepriekS redzéjusi,
precinieces uzdevums bija noorganizét vinai iespéju puisi ieraudzit. Ta varéja
gadities, jo agrakos laikos jebkadas attiecibas pirms kazam tika uzskatitas par
netikumigam. Ja ieceréta ligava preciniecei atteica, tad ar to ari lieta tika izbeigta.
Mazliet senakos laikos [eEmumu par ligavas izvéli pienéma nevis puisis, bet gan puisa
vecaki. Vini bija tie, kas sUtlja precinieci. Ja priekslikums tika pienemts, tautieSa un
llgavas vecaki kopa ar jaunajiem noruna kazu dienu. Arl te preciniece veica
starpnieces lomu.

Kad kazu diena bija norunata, jaunajam parim bija jabrauc uz baznicu pie pravesta
pierakstities. Parasti to darija piektdien vai sestdien, 2-3 nedélas pirms kazam.
Ligavai lidzi brauca krusttévs un krustmate, tautietim krusttévs. Brauca ar diviem
ratiem, katrs no savam majam. Péc tam nakamaja svétdiena jaunais paris tika
uzsaukts baznica.

Tautietim un vina vecakiem bija jarGpéjas par pasam kazam, bet ligavai un vinas
vecakiem par plru un mantu, ko deva lidzi ligavai. Bija pienemts, ka katra dzimta, kas
kazas piedalijas, aiznesa tur vienu kukuli rudzu maizes, sviestu un vismaz vienu clkas
galvas pusi. Dazi nesa ari sieru. Citas davanas agrak kazu viesi nenesa un jauno pari,
ka tas pienemts misu dienas, neapdavinaja ne ar ziediem, ne ar davanam.
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Senajiem alu cilvekiem butiska dzives sastavdala bija dazadi ticejumi, parazas,
tradicijas un ceremonijas. Zinasanu trikuma dé| senie cilvéki bija manticigi,
vini ticéja mistiskiem spékiem, kas vada pasaules kartibu.

Dazadi rituali, kuriem bija gan simboliska, gan praktiska nozime, attistijas
laika gaita. Sie rituali lielakoties tika saistiti ar pareju starp vecumposmiem
jeb iniciaciju, pécnac€jiem un partnerattiecibam, taja skaita laultbam.
Senatné virietim un vina radiniekiem ligava bija janozog. Ligavas zagSana
varéja but ari nesaskanota ar ligavu un vinas radiniekiem, un notikt piespiedu
karta. Kurzemes hercogisté par vardarbigu ligavas zagSanu bija paredzéts
naves sods.

Tuvaka pagatné ligavas zagSanu aizstaja precibas. PuiSa precétai radiniecei
bija japilda precinieces loma un japazino ligavai un vinas gimenei par puisa
priekslikumu, janoorganizé viniem pirma tikSanas. Ja ligava atteica, lieta tika
izbeigta. Mazliet senakos laikos Iemumu par ligavas izvéli pienéma puisa
vecaki, arT tad preciniece veica starpnieces lomu. Ja priekslikumu pienéma,
tad vecaki noteica kazu dienu.

Péc kazu datuma noteikSanas jaunajam parim bija jabrauc uz baznicu pie
pravesta pierakstities. To parasti darija piektdien vai sestdien, 2-3 nedélas
pirms kazam. Ligavai lidzi brauca krusttévs un krustmate, tautietim krusttévs.
Katra puse brauca ar saviem ratiem no savam majam. Péc nedélas svétdiena
jaunais paris tika uzsaukts baznica.

Puisa gimene organizéja kazas, ligavas gimene gatavoja puru. Viesi, kas
piedalijas kazas, lidzi néma vienu kukuli rudzu maizes, sviestu un vismaz
vienu cukas galvas pusi, dazZreiz lidzi néma sieru. Citas davanas nebija
pienemtas.



